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The importance of preventive medicine in the
provision of health care is now universally accepted,
and health organisations throughout the world are
increasingly influencing governments to implement
policies of health promotion and education.
However the implementation of such national policies
has in turn brought to light a number of serious ethical
dilemmas, and it is these dilemmas which form the
subject of this volume. The book considers how global
health policies affect individual rights, and it examines
areas of conflict between public and personal
interests. It explores the sometimes unforeseen
implications of health legislation, and the dilemmas
created by the increasing cost of health care in the
allocation of scarce resources.

This important subject is skillfully discussed and
debated by a group of international contributors from
a wide variety of disciplines, who draw on their
personal experience of daily contact with the
problems they describe and analyse. Individual
practitioners, private and government bodies, aca-
demic institutions, health administrators, legislators,
sociologists, and philosophers will find this book a
fascinating and informative insight into ethical issues in
general, and a source of guidance for the creation of
improved standards of health throughout the world.
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ABC OF
BRAIN STEM DEATH

The subject of brain stem death still arouses
misconceptions—witness the response to the BBC
Panorama programme on transplantation and brain
death. In a series of articles in the BMJ Dr Christopher
Pallis dispelled some of the misconceptions, examined
the concepts underlying our ideas of death, and described
the practical aspects of diagnosing brain stem death.
These articles have now been collected into a book
together with additional
material on the wider
aspects of the subject,
including some of

the neurological
controversies.
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Overseas US$13.00*
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